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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ' =
Riceville, Crawford County, Pemmsylvania

Ownere.
Firast Congregaticnal Church.

Date of Erection
1868,

Architect
Dowd of Mesdville, Pemngylvaniae

Builder
Unknowne
Fumber of Storiss:
8ingle story with wmexzcavated basement.

Materials of Construotion:

White pine, fresco and plaster probably made on prenises, white frosted
glass.

Other Existing Reoorde:

Day book velonging to Mr. Arthur Westggte in whioh reoord is made

of purchase of materials used In constiruction of building. FPersonal
interviews with three members of the Westgate famlly, Crawford Coumbty
Historys

Additional Data=Bibliogrephy:

History of Crawford Cownty, Pemneylvania, Chiocago, Ille Brown, Runk
and Goesy Publishers, 1890.

An illustrsted Hietory of the Gommonweé.’lth of Pennsylvania. Egle, William
Hey MoD. Harrisburg, DeWltt C. Goodrich & Co. 1876. Crawford County.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Riceville, Crawford County, Pemsylvania

The firet Congregational Church of Riceville, Crawford County,
Permsylvania was organized March 27, 1848, the church building was
erccted in 1859 dedicated in 1863, and remodeled and repsired in
1875, In a day book belonging to Mr. Arthur Westgate of Riceville
there are entries for window sash dated October 27, 18b8, amount
$54.16, sash calling for nine lights of glase in each sashe There are
othier entries for doors end other materiale, all made in the Westgate
eawmill at Riceville.

In 1875 the window eash were changed, a wooden strip dividing
the length into two parts, or double panele, each having two saseh and
two lights of white frosted glase. Bsnjamine Boles Westgabte and Thomas
Forry were the largeet contributors to found thie ehurch. Benjamine
Bolee Westgate was born in Rhode Ieland, moved to Saratoga County,
¥ow York State. He moved from Saratoga Cowmby on the Eris Canal to end
of egne at Buffalos He came from thsre by boat to Erie, Poumsylvania,
and from there by ox team to Centerville in 1838, from (enterville to
Riceville 1839. Thomas Ferry came from Litchfield Cowmnty, Comnectioube.
He s0ld a farm of one hundred sores and gave three humdred dollare to
the founding of ths First Congregational Churche.

The First Congregs.tiona:t Churoh of Riceville, Crawford County,
Pennsylvania ie-embeswiditni-aroibsstural«gaty-Jé-d8 situated on a wide
lawn surrounded by trees and is ‘mult in the Greek revival atyle, 48¢
104" long, 36! 10" wide and 22! highe. The front elevation of the church
shows a central doorway with two graceful windowe, Onle Oon each side
spaced evenly between doorway and corners of the buildinge

The doorway is reached by a flight of four concrete steps to a
platform about 3' wide, with slight rise to dgor sjll. The door is
flanked by two small Ionic style pilasters, 5, with cap resting
thereon., Abovs them a wide piasin wooden frieze embellished with dentil.
moulding, surmouwnted by & plain rounded moulding. 4bove this another
plain frieze reaching to the cornice whioh is a duplicate in every :
detail of the doorwey sntablature, plain with demtil moulding upheld with

“two larger Ionic pilasters spaced 1' 6" from doorway pilasters extending

from siding 2', Also two larger pilactere on each cormer of the building.
The height of the doorwsy Bilastsrs ie 11' 4" while the larger pilasters
are 15' 6" cap 1! 6%, the upper part of the pilaster and cap doweled o = "
lower parta.

Double deors open inward, being of frosted glass about two thirds
of the way. Bach door has four lights of glass, with lower wooden part
panelad by four panels. The hardware for the doors ie a thumb lateh and
parts. The keystone of the windows is pointeds. The basement lie mxexcavated..
the walls are of creek snd native sandetone, and are pierced by five Lo
window openings. In the basement six columns support the floor of the
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FIRST CONGREGATICIAL CHURCH
Riceville, Crawford County, Pennsylvania

church. 4 suspended chimney is locsted about two thirds of the
distance to the rears The roof has & standing sear tin roof.

~ The church iz swmounted by s bell tower and westher-vane. The
tower has a square base with fowr pllasters, one at each cormer, and
a box cornioe. The belfrey is octagonal, posts pentagonal dorie
influence osp 95' box cornice, space between posta eliptioal arch,
dome eopper sheeting surmoumted by pinacle. Weather vane with srrow
weather indicator. Slats are on the bell tower.

The imterior of the church has & small vostibule extending into
the body of the church. Fommerly two etaircaces, one at eaoh end of
the vestibule, led to the choir loft which wae direstly owver the
vestibule and extending to the sides of the church, enclosed by &
railing. The c¢hurch bell was rung from the lower floor of the vestibule.
Two large squara woodeun posts Jjust at the entrance into the body of the
ohurch near the vestibule suppozrt the entire roof. The church suditorimm
is almost square. The flooring is of white pine of random widths
rumning six to elght inches. A matched wainscoting about thirty inohes
high of white pine grained a light color encirclee the room. The pews
are of white pine, grained to match wainscoting, and are of long aund
short lengths. The walls and celling are plastered, 0f hard finish or
frosoo in excellent condition. A&n interior cornice whose angle with
the ceiling is curved zlmost 90 degreea is the only ornanentstion.

The windows are equare, with wide architrave. There is a cornice :-
around the vestibula top inside 0f the church with two rounded corners.

The pews have been removed and placed along the side of the walls,
Ro special hiatorio walue. This might be uaed for historic and
educational purposes, other than at present.
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